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IREGNIREdI DY SEction 303(d) of the Clean
Water Act
ANt of impaired (polluted) waterbodies

e “=\aters that do not meet state water quality
== standards iIncluding numeric and narrative
-~ standards

Based on “all readily available data”
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‘Wn at IS the pomt of
| 30%% list?

UGN EERLIR truly polltuted waters that need
Sieater attention

= Y] an PEermits are not enough”
ddresses both point and nonpoint sources

._:- —-l-'_.__..-

Sted waterbodies require a total
- maximum daily load (TMDL), and
- accompanying load allocation
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Wiiatthas J]Qig_penedemgﬁ"" *

28Eilion) Yearsi Ago: The Earth formed from a giant
sIOIIEROT Space dust

' 9// Ean \Water Act

r19905 States began submitting 303(d) lists, with
= ngdance with few TMDLs being conducted

. ate 1990s: Greater scrutiny, litigation, more TMDLs
1908: Ecology submitted most recent Washington list
2001: EPA wrote new 303(d) guidance

2002: Ecology is updating its 303(d) assessment
policy based on the EPA guidance and public concerns
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IBIOEGE aSsessment off the state’s water

JuEliey, alse required by Clean Water Act

FHF' acommends an integrated
503(d)/305(b) report

-_-,*Ecology will not prepare an integrated report

- this year, for timing reasons

However, Ecology will use much of the EPA
integrated report guidance for the 303(d) list

LS
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What is different in the

- draﬁ-“pollcy

L INEWRGCALETONIES
INEWidata quality assurance requirements

WVIbre detailed discussion: of how to assess
:E e data against the water quality
: -standards

"~ New assessment criteria for temperature
and conventional pollutants
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onliyor s is the 303(d) list
A :I“ﬂv‘ﬂ be submitted to EPA and the public
=5 __,‘Flowever only the 303(d) list requires EPA

#‘_-a- ~ approval

_-__-
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No TMDL required

| br Has a Pollution Control Plan

| c; Impaired by a Nonpollutant mpeiee

| Category 4

TMDL required
The 303(d) List el
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Catedory 1 M‘éﬁwcz

Standards =

e m——— — —_— —r =
"

® [)= wrjrf - is “clean”
=30 nere S Some data available
— Ini IS s d ta shows no water quality concerns

:‘é 303(d) list
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Czlrae

® [ria WeltiiNgle) I|sted as Impaired, but
WETE N ot S0 sure it’s clean

— o0N e samples exceed the water quality
~ ste ndards but not enough to list

'__ -;fﬁata suggests impairment, but...

o _..-1.

= ___' -~ Thereis contradictory data
- There are data quality assurance problems

Not the 303(d) list
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Hasaqmdl =
Edtegory:3a: HasadDLE

_ANIIVIDIE Ras Deen written and has been
Spproved by EPA
NG the 303(d) list
= Aslong as the TMDL is being successfully
— iImplemented
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Salegory sb: Has a PollC
Ccrﬁﬁ-‘el Plan

AVErERnan! jUst pelittion; laws

WVIBSEHBE! al site-specific and' problem-
Jr)eﬁ ic plan
== rERCLA MTICA, RCRA cleanup plans

,:_ —-l-'_.__..- =

ﬁ -*.--J-ICPS with specific water quality plans
K Not the 303(d) list

...As long as the plan is being successfully
implemented

-;.-""'
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) 3c Im‘palred
__N Sollutant

EXEINIPIES:

IEO5510ff Spawning beds
= Loy _f dccess due to culverts
= Wﬂow

:"

._ “Not the 303(d) list

— A TMDL is not appropriate because the cause
of impairment cannot be allocated among
SOurces
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JVELANSIIOWS that at'least one Water quality
anrlrjrr not attained due to a pollutant
1€ 303(d) list

st
LNES) Ul
51; is required
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Waterbody ségme!ﬂ%" -

ISEIIE SEGIMENt System' as usediin 1996
E T OWiship/range/section for rivers and lakes
= La :--"cle/Iongitude grids for open waters

= YExtended segments

—

_;f-v Nay pool data in multiple contiguous
- segments for assessment together

Each segment to be pooled must have at least
one exceedance

.--l!""
=

=
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~Types;of data used

JINESaily available data
IO Many Sources:
SEoVernment, including) tribes
= ez emlc

_ ;’Permlttee

~Volunteer

Numeric and narrative data

—
—

=
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RINIEAIUIESTWIO! COlIECT and sUbmIt data
frILISE ro OW! a guality’ assurance plan

® [V TSt provide documentation that the
r)L; IWas followed, including for previously
bmltted data

_pl-"

-‘-

O
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“Data reguirement

® [)zjiz] m,%; DE, representative of waterbody.
- J\/Jrl\/ f" easonal when appropriate

W IVIUIST U e proper sampling technigues
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L IVBSLECENt Samples, minimum of three
JEEEIon! the 305(d) list if:

= -C ,:chemlcal effects (marine waters only), the
= averade of the three samples with the highest
-.;f{:oncentratlon exceeds the sediment quality

" ~ standards, or

“For biological effects, the three samples with
the highest effects all exceed the standards
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MWOXICST N theiwater, not the sediment)

® i) r)lea ffom most recent three- -year
r)er 9d With at least three samples, or fish
— tiss e ‘samples

= : Place on the 303(d) list if:

= At least two water samples exceed the
standard, or

At least one fish sample exceeds the standard
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WML off five'samples, collected by
Vel or preferably, by season

° HHQ@@ | the 303(d) list if:

— acal coliform levels exceed the water quality
' ,_1, standard during any season, or

_...__"h_:-

-~ Health department issues shellfish bed
-~ closures
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the;r!E_gHutante} —

EBIexample: temperature, pH, dissolved

OXyden), nutrients, turbidity

JIPIECe on the 303(d) list if:

;'*L #least 10% of the water exceeds the water
= guality standard, as evidenced by the water

~ samples, using a binomial distribution method
withia minimum of three exceedances

(In 1998, the criterion was a straight 10% of
samples were exceedances, minimum of two)

— _;'
- .—_
—
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- _F_
=
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SIHOMIE Iﬁ%utienmm,

LS G a method

® [njg gz ple data represents a “poll” of the
WEllE -as al whole

= Does the data show that the water as a
_#whole has over 10% exceedances?

~190%, confidence interval
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NUumber of e__i‘Eeedan
_required to list -

Minimum for 303(d) List
(Binomial with 90% Confidence)

— 10% of Samples

Minimum for Waters of Concern

A :
- - [ Category (5% of Samples)
- - _;.41,_._—

1.1

Number of Samples
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ISE Of previously sub

‘Gata -

NOIEEr data will net be used to place

Weerodies on the 303(d) list if:

Ehe datal is more than 10 years old, and
- J.-.-,p SWEr data is available, or

= aThe data does not meet current requirements,
~  Including quality assurance requirements, or

: The water quality standards have changed
and the data shows they are met, or

Elaws are identified in the original data
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atu-rgl.gfonditi@ﬁs'} e
CWWIlIRAGE bel placed on the 303(d) list if the
IMPEIFIMENE IS by natural causes
-~ Col d be placed in Meets Tested Standards

=C tegory with a note about natural conditions
*Fer certain parameters, the water quality

_ standards allow human activity to have a
limited impact beyond natural conditions

Place on the 303(d) list if the human impact
exceeds this allowance
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OrioritizZing TVDLSE

 IS0BI@) listed waters will be prioritized for
Wisentto do TMBLs on them

_n dltlon Ecology has a 1998 legal
ﬁ tlement on prioritizing TMDLS

e
a—
_,-_"_
i
-

% ; Each vear, listed waterbodies are prioritized

~  One-fifth of the state is begun each year, on a
five-year watershed cycle

This process will more directly affect when
given TMDLs are conducted
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- —
{ow:to,submit-d ata

IedllNordata” tentatively scheduled for
Meyatniough June
® D) ermat

=3 ,.mfer electronic, ideally a format that fits
= -Ecologys database, otherwise in spreadsheet

= =

-~ Will take paper hard copies
~_ Requires quality assurance
Check website for details
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® Oggagiligiiles for' public mput include:
o omm' on the draft policy
o SUM it data

= C mment on Ecology’s proposed list
*“' “Comment on EPA’s approval (or disapproval)

e el

— of the proposed list
: Part|C|pate in future TMDLs
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INGVEREOmImeEnt on the draft policy

® N\ojflld R b|ISh the final policy
° J\/Jrj\“" D June Call for data
ne to Dec.; Assessment by Ecology
December Proposed 303(d) list
January 2003: Public review of list
March 2003: Submit list to EPA

_ i———
a-ln -
"l-r
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-~ Conglusions

IENR WE S tart all over for the next
EESESS m cycle

® o)y r'@ contact us:

Ugife ]\/J,.],I'Ir,. ~ Susan Braley (360)407-6414  sbra461@ecy.wa.gov
e ;' ~ Matthew Green (360)407-6386 mgre461@ecy.wa.gov
: Alison Beckett  (360)407-6456  abec461@ecy.wa.gov
""*.__Depaftment of Ecology
_ PO Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600
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